A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
Brussels, after Waterloo.1 At the age of twenty-six he had three
thousand wounded under his care after the Battle of Albuera,
where he won the admiration of Wellington for his skill and
devotion to duty. He was present at many engagements, was twice
wounded, and even distinguished himself by capturing a French
gun single-handed, a feat which " greatly amused " his general.
His monograph on Gunshot Wounds (1815) is still worth reading.
Like Larrey, he advised that when amputation was essential it
should be performed as soon as possible after the injury, certainly
within twenty-four hours, and he preferred the circular method
in most cases. The rule appears to have been, " When in doubt,
amputate." The mortality was about fifty per cent. In 1816,
having declined the honour of knighthood, he founded an infir-
mary for diseases of the eye, the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic
Hospital. Guthrie served on the staff of this institution, and he
was also appointed surgeon to Westminster Hospital.2 He was
as successful in civil surgery as he had been in military surgery.
Yet he did not forget the army. He organized courses of instruction
for medical officers of the navy and army, and his services were so
appreciated that the students presented him with a silver cup.
In his treatise on The Operative Surgery of the Eye (1823) he advo-
cated the extraction, as opposed to the " couching " of cataract.
In 1830 Guthrie published an important work on Diseases and
Injuries of Arteries., and in 1855 there appeared his Commentaries on
the Surgery of War. On three occasions he was President of the
Royal College of Surgeons, in 1833, 1841, and 1854. He was a
small, active man, with a brusque military manner which con-
cealed his kindly nature. His services to military surgery were
great, and he was one of the first to lay stress on the need for
medical representation in Parliament.
Military Surgery in Germany and Russia
Other nations besides Great Britain and France possessed
their military surgeons. Germany set a high standard in this
respect at the opening of the nineteenth century.
There was KARL FERDINAND VON GRAEFE (1787-1840), Pro-
fessor of Surgery in Berlin, whom Garrison has designated " the
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